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1 those speeches or practice or, kind of, hone in on 

2 messaging a little more. 

3 MR. SOLIS: And you mentioned earlier that 

4 the other times that Mr. O'Donnell would meet with 

5 you it would be at the Congressional Office; right? 

6 A. Yeah. I would say the major- -- like, most 

7 part we would meet in the Congressional Office. 

8 But those were for, like, the weekly sessions and 

9 if there was anything, like, extra we'd go to the 

10 NRCC. 

11 MR. SOLIS: Okay. So then -- it sounds 

12 like, then, there's a decision based on what you 

13 might be talking about in the meeting, whether 

14 you're going to go to the NRCC or you're going to 

15 stay in the Congressional Office; right? 

16 A. No. I would say it was more of a standing, 

17 like, once Brett became part of the team we'd have 

18 kind of like a standing weekly meeting at our 

19 Congressional Office about, like, news du jour type 

20 thing. 

21 But if it was, like, "Hey, we have this 

22 event coming up, here's something extra." Sure, 

23 yeah, we'd be like, "Okay, we need to go to the 

24 NRCC to talk about this." 
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1 MR. SOLIS: Okay. So there was a 

2 contemplation about campaign-type issues? That 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

would send you to the NRCC? 

A. I guess. I mean, sure. I mean, I don't 

know. I didn't really book these times, I just 

showed up where I was told. 

MR. SOLIS: Right. 

A. I can't -- I mean, I can't tell you what 

the decision was. 

BY MR. MORGAN: 

Q. Do you know who made that decision? About 

12 where you would meet? 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

A. I -- I mean, David Bowser? I guess? 

Q. Okay. And -- on balance, you said, I 

think, most of the time you met in the 

Congressional Office? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Q. Was it seventy percent of the time 

Congressional Office, thirty percent NRCC? 

have a sense of the -- of the breakdown? 

Do you 

A. Yeah. I would say, like -- I would say, 

like, eighty --

Q. Okay. 

A. -- Congressional Office, twenty NRCC. I 
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1 mean, again, I think, like, the NRCC stuff that 

2 came up, especially during this time period was 

3 kind of few and far in between. And I think it was 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

just kind of a precautionary, "Let's go there to 

talk about these things." 

Q. Okay. I want to I want to show you 

another e-mail here that says PB -- or PBDB163. 

This is the I think, the last document I want to 

show you. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

And this an e-mail from David Bowser 

12 agreeing with you. I think this is in regards to 

13 an interview he did on the Ingraham Show? 

14 A. Mm-hmm. 

Q. 

A. 

(Inaudible) 

Yes, I remember this interview. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Q. David writes, "We also need a pre-done 

answer that is short and concise on why he can win 

this race." 

A. 

Q. 

Mm-hmm. 

"It will be the most asked question." 

22 A. Yeah, I remember when we did this 

23 interview. It was the only time he did the Laura 

24 Ingraham Show while I was part of his staff. And 
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1 

2 

3 

we booked 

announced 

I guess it was right after he 

I think? 

Q. This is March of -- yeah, March of 2013. 

4 So. 

5 A. So, was that right after he announced his 

6 candidacy? I think it was. 

7 MR. SOLIS: You mentioned that Senator 

8 Chambliss had -- in January, you -- you 

9 believed --

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. Yeah. Was it January? 

MR. SOLIS: -- you believed that he had 

announced he was retiring. 

A. Okay. So, I think what happened in this 

particular one I remember we booked him to 

15 discuss a certain subject. And then immigration 

16 came up and it was, like, one of those "gotcha" 

17 questions about, "How would you deport people," or 

18 something like that. And Dr. Broun completely 

19 fumbled. 

20 And then at the end of it, after 

21 already having fumbled. She was, like, "Okay. So 

22 I heard you, also, are running for Senate." And 

23 just, kind of, babbled his way through it; was 

24 already caught off guard from the other topics. 
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1 And it just sounded bad and I think 

2 that this was just David's reaction the whole 

3 interview. 

4 But, I know that we particular -- I think 

5 we booked him on it for his -- something -- he 

6 maybe just released his Patient OPTION Act. I 

7 booked it for one thing. That was supposed to be 

8 good press, and it ended up getting chewed out 

9 because it ended up being about immigration. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Hmm. 

So 

So Brett responds -- Brett O'Donnell -

Mm-hmm. 
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14 Q. responds saying, "On it. I agree, needs 

15 to control the ground of interviews. Send the clip 

16 and review in the next meeting." 

17 So, this -- this appears like Brett was 

18 tasked with coming up with that pre-done answer on 

19 why he could win the race. Is that -- is that your 

20 recollection of it? 

21 A. I don't think that David's insinuating that 

22 Brett needs to do that. I think if he was writing 

23 this to all of us, he was probably just saying we 

24 need an answer that's short and concise on why he 
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1 can win the race. 

2 I mean, that was probably directed to 

3 me, Jordan, Bob, Brett. 

4 Q. Mm-hmm. But then Brett responded and said, 

5 "On it. " 

6 A. Yeah, but I think if you have gotten a 

7 sense by now, Brett would often, you know, respond 

8 and kind of add his two cents. 

9 But I don't think that it was directed 

10 to him to 

11 

12 

13 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

-- come up with the response. 

I see. 

14 A. I think ultimately that would've been 

15 something that Bob -- Bob kind of tended to wade in 

16 to the messaging issues, too. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

So, I think that would've been 

something that ultimately Bob would have 

responsibility for. 

Q. Okay. So, you know, I don't have any other 

documents I want to show you. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

But zooming back a little bit. I want to 

24 make sure that we have it absolutely clear -- clear 
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1 for the record. 

2 A. Mm-hmm. 

3 Q. His -- Dr. Broun's 2012 election. Do you 

4 recall any specific instances in which Brett 

5 O'Donnell was involved in preparing Dr. Broun for 

6 campaign debates or campaign speeches or events? 

7 A. No. I didn't -- I, for some reason, truly 

8 thought we hired Brett after that race. 

9 Q. Okay. But, so you --

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A. 

Q. 

But, I guess that doesn't make sense. 

So you do have a recollection -- you do 

have a recollection, only you don't know when it 

was exactly? Do you recall Brett O'Donnell 

prepping Dr. Broun for debates? 

A. No. Not for that race. 

Q. No. At no point? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Not 

What about for a -- for a different race? 

For the Senate race? 

Yeah. 

For the Senate race, you know, he 

22 definitely volunteered some of his time. And --

23 or, you know, went over to the NRCC. 

24 Q. Mm-hmm. 
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1 

2 

3 

A. I keep saying "volunteered" because the 

rest of us did, and I just --

Q. You just assu- -- so you -- you weren't 

4 sure --
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5 A. -- assume. Well, clearly, like, since then 

6 I've read media articles, and I know what this is 

7 about. So, I guess I would have to say that I know 

8 he volunteered his time. But --

9 MR. SOLIS: So, for example, you know, we 

10 showed that -- that one -- bearing in mind that 

11 some of these meetings just fall through --

A. Mm-hmm. 12 

13 MR. SOLIS: -- but it was in December -- I 

14 think it was December 12th or something like of 

15 2000 and 

16 BY MR. MORGAN: 

17 Q. 12. 

18 MR. SOLIS: 12. That would've been about 

19 -- if that happened, it would've been about the 

20 Senate race; right? Or no? 

21 

22 

23 

A. 

A. 

No. 

MR. SOLIS: No? 

Because I don't think he announced -- I 

24 don't think Saxby announced before then. 
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1 MR. SOLIS: Okay. 

2 BY MR. MORGAN: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Q. Okay. 

MR. SOLIS: All right. 

A. Actually, I know he didn't because I went 

to Saxby's Christmas party and he didn't announce 

7 then. 

8 MR. SOLIS: Okay. Okay. 

9 BY MR. MORGAN: 

Q. Okay. So, from what you recall Brett 

O'Donnell being involved in debate preparation 

sessions? 

A. Mm-hmm. 

Q. Tell us a little bit about those sessions. 

Do you recall where they took place? 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14· 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A. Definitely the NRCC. We never did anything 

campaign related in our House Office. 

Q. Okay. 

What do you want me to tell you --A. 

Q. What was the format? What was Brett's 

21 role? Would he design the format? Would he do a 

22 mock debate and play the role of the opponent? Or 

23 I mean, just, so, what was it like? 

24 A. No. Because -- I -- I mean -- I left -- I 
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1 mean, I left when a lot of them started getting 

2 into the race. So --

3 Q. When did you leave the Office? 

4 A. I left in May? Early May. 

5 Q. Early May. Okay. 

Page 75 

6 A. Yes. Of 20 -- I've been at Equifax a year, 

7 now, so May 2013. 

8 Q. Okay. 

9 A. Right? Yeah. 2013. So, no, I mean, he 

10 we certainly weren't at the debate level then. 

11 Q. Okay. 

12 A. Were we? I don't know. He definitely 

13 didn't play, like, the role of the debater. A lot 

14 of Brett's prep was to go over Dr. Broun's 

15 pitfalls. Which, again, like, I say, like, "muddy 

16 the water," but, like, a lot of things that Dr. 

17 Broun struggled with on a Congressional level were 

18 things we worried about from a campaign standpoint 

19 as far as messaging goes. 

20 Like, he had just had a big -- you 

21 know, like Freudian slip. I don't know what you 

22 want to call it. He had a big mess up when he did 

23 the whole evolution comment. 

24 Q. Mm-hmm. 
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1 A. So, a lot of prep for -- that I can 

2 remember Brett doing was, like, walking that 

3 back and kind of trying to determine how we would 

4 respond if we'd be asked about that. And, you know 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Q. Mm-hmm. 

A. -- when that happened, like, obviously, I 

put forth the crisis communication strategy. But, 

it was something we were asked about in any 

interview we did about anything. Whether that was 

campaign related or about healthcare, or about 

Syria. 

Like, it would somehow come up. So, a 

14 lot of the prep work we did were about things like 

15 

16 

that. 

Q. Okay. 

17 A. Again, just kind of "hot-button" issues for 

18 us. So, I don't -- I mean, I don't particularly 

19 remember him doing any debate coaching, if you 

20 will. But, I mean, we had, you know ... 

21 Q. Do you recall any -- any sessions where 

22 Brett would review campaign speeches? Or campaign 

23 media appearances? Provide feedback on those? 

24 A. I know that the initial speech that Dr. 
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1 Broun gave at his announcement for Senate? 

2 Q. Mm-hmm. 

3 A. That Brett reviewed that speech. But I 

4 would say that speech mostly originated with me and 

5 Bob and Bowser. And Brett reviewed it and helped, 

6 again, with just things Dr. Broun struggled with or 

7 just, kind of making it better. 

8 But not, again, he doesn't know this 

9 he didn't know the state of Georgia. I mean, he 

10 wasn't a -- we we used to have to tell Brett 

11 things like, "Oh, that doesn't play well in 

12 Georgia." 

Q. Mm-hmm. 13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

A. You know, like, Georgia, you know, our 

constituents don't respond -- I mean, he -- we're 

not from the same place. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Okay. 

And, so. 

Were there was there -- were there 

20 rehearsals in advance of that speech? Or prep 

21 sessions to -- to go over his delivery of the 

22 speech? 

23 A. Yeah. That's what I -- I thought we were 

24 just talking ... 
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1 Q. Oh, okay. Yeah, you said he reviewed the 

2 speech. 

3 A. Mrn-hrrun. 

4 Q. When you -- when you say that you mean, not 

5 only the text, but also delivery? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

A. I mean Dr. Broun would read it and we'd 

kind of just review the context, and then once he 

got it perfectly -- you know what, I mean, he 

didn't really practice it too much. He practiced 

it the day of up at the podium, but, you know, that 

was it. 

Q. Okay. Okay. Do you recall any other 

specific instances in which Brett was involved in 

campaign work during your time? 

A. Nothing that jumps out to me. 

Q. Okay. 

MR. SOLIS: And because that November 2012 

election would've been fairly uncontested election 

for Dr. Broun --

A. Mm-hrrun. 

21 MR. SOLIS: again, as you stated before, 

22 Brett and the team wouldn't have really been doing 

23 much work on the campaign front; correct? The 

24 November 2012 election. 
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1 A. Yeah. I think, you know, I can remember 

2 certain things we did for the Simpson part of it. 

3 But, like, the election part of it, no. 

4 

5 A. 

MR. SOLIS: Okay. 

Not at all. 

6 BY MR. MORGAN: 

7 Q. Do you remember -- I'm -- I'm trying to --

8 because it's still a little bit vague in my mind. 

Page 79 

9 It seems like at one point you were saying that you 

10 remember Brett being involved in debate 

11 preparation. 

12 It appears from the -- the records 

13 we've seen that that there were one or two 

14 debates in July of 2012 -- so, shortly after Brett 

15 came on 

16 A. And that had to have been when the primary 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

I don't remember Brett being involved with that 

primary. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

With that Congressional race, at all. 

At all? Okay. 

I mean, I know that's what the e-mail says 

23 and that the calendar says that, but I truly do not 

24 remember Brett having a hand in --
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1 Q. Were you involved in those debate 

2 preparation sessions? 

3 A. anything having to do with that. A 

4 little bit here and there, but just, again, from a, 

5 like, this is what's going on. 

6 I mean, it obviously affects us 

7 media-wise, at that time we were running for our 

8 District. 

9 Q. Yeah. 

10 A. I mean this was a -- the Tim Bryant show on 

11 WGAU, I remember that one that we did regularly, so 

12 I had already had relationships with him. 

13 Q. Mm-hmm. 

14 A. So from that standpoint, yes. But that one 

15 I -- I mean, that primary, I really don't 

16 remember Brett being involved at all. 

17 Q. Okay. Do you -- is it possible that Brett 

18 was involved and you didn't know about it? Or that 

19 he was involved and you didn't notice his 

20 involvement because you weren't involved, or? 

21 A. I mean that's like -- how do I answer that? 

22 Is it possible that he was involved and I didn't 

23 know about it, I mean, sure, I guess. 

24 Q. Well, what I mean by that is how closely 
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1 were you involved with the debate preparation? 

2 A. It would be I guess I would say that I 

3 would probably have known if Brett and Dr. Broun 

4 were out meeting on their own. I mean, that's not 

5 to say it didn't happen. 

6 

7 

8 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Right. 

But I -- I mean ... 

But for the most part, to the extent there 

9 were debate preparation or review sessions you 

10 would've been involved do you think? 

Page 81 

11 A. For the most part, yeah. And if it weren't 

12 me, I mean, David certainly. I mean, he I don't 

13 think that Brett and Dr. Broun were ever alone in 

any capacity. 14 

15 Q. Okay. Okay. At -- at any point during 

16 your time in the Congressional Office, was there 

17 was there ever any discussion about the 

18 permissibility of Brett's payments? 

19 The permissibility of the scope of his 

20 work for the Office or the campaign? 

21 Do you -- do you recall hearing any 

22 discussions of reaching out the Ethics Committee, 

23 or House Committee on Administration? 

24 A. Again, I -- Brett and payments never came 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

up with me in the room. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So, I mean, that was something that I -

Q. And -- and this may have been after your 

time, but it does appear that on a couple of 

occasions reporters reached out to the Office to 

ask why Brett O'Donnell was being paid by the 

Office. 

Do you recall any of that occurring 

while you were -- you were there? 

11 A. That was definitely -- I remember that 

12 story. I was here at the time. The WSB story. 

13 Q. Okay. So it was after your time. Okay. 

14 A. I remember actually seeing it down here. 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

But, yeah, no, that -- nothing -- no inquiries ever 

came up about him while I was there. I mean, it 

wasn't anything that was in question. 

Q. As -- as I said in the beginning, our role 

is just to gather facts. 

A. 

Q. So, with that in mind, I think you have had 

22 a general sense of what -- the scope of what we're 

23 looking at it is --

24 A. Sure. 
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1 Q. 
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is there anything else that you think we 

2 should know and present to our board? 

3 A. No. I'm -- I don't think there's anything 

4 that you haven't covered. I mean I -- I would 

5 just like to reiterate that, from my standpoint, 

6 Brett was part of our official communications team. 

7 I mean, that's the way I viewed him. 

8 I mean, he was, you know, helpful with 

9 my role as his Communications Director. I think 

10 that his involvement with the campaign was probably 

11 pretty limited and obviously didn't do much for the 

12 campaign since it's no longer in existence. 

13 So, that's just, you know, those are my 

14 feelings. 

15 Q. All right. We thank you again for being 

16 with us. 

17 A. I'm so sorry, again, that 

18 I 

19 (END OF PROCEEDING) 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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1 I, Jennifer R. Kessler, do hereby certify or 

2 affirm that I have impartially transcribed the 

3 foregoing from an audiotape record of the 

4 above-captioned proceedings to the best of my 

5 ability. 

6 

7 

8 Jennifer R. Kessler 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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